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defects, e.g., core impressions, blocking, etc., which can lower yields and 
productivity. 

US Patent No. 6,558,884 discloses a poly(ethylene terephthalate)- 
based photographic film base having improved properties with regard to cutting, 
5 perforatihg, and other finishing or photofinishing operations. The film base is 
made of a poly(ethylene terephthalate)-based material comprising a specified 
amount of monomeric.units derived fix)m 1.4-cyclbhexanedimethanol, such that 
the fihn base has a specified cutting-related property. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 It has been found that the use of a high-CHDM PET-based support 

for an imaging element allows the support material to be annealed very rapidly 
(less than 6 min) to achieve acceptable core-set and post-process curl properties. 
With this fast annexing process, it is possible to have an effective in-line 
annealing step to yield a more efficient process with less annealing-induced 

15 defects. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a process of annealing a film 
base or a film support comprising a film base, which fihn base or support is used 
in a silver-halide photographic fihn comprising at least one emulsion layer coated 
20 on the support, with the emulsion layer comprising gelatin as a major component. 
The method of manufacture of such a film is well known in the art. 

In accordance with the process of the invention, the film support is 
/ annealed at temperatures between 60°C and Tg + IS-C, preferably 6OOC and Tg + 
10«C for a time preferably less than 6 minutes, wherein Tg is the glass transition 
25 temperature of the unprocessed amorphous polyester material used in the film 

base of the support. In a preferred embodiment, the post-process curl is less than 
60 m ' after annealing and wherein the post-process curl is greater than 70 m ' 
without annealing. In a preferred embodiment, the support is annealed at a 
temperature between 80 and 105»C. preferably 85 to l OCC. for less than 6 
30 minutes, preferably less than 4 minutes, more preferably about 3 minutes. 
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